Message: “What is love” 
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Congregational songs:

I love you Lord

Glorify thy name
Scripture Reading:  

Colossians 3:12-14 The bond of perfection 

Chapter 3 - Set your affections on things above

Col 3:12 Put on therefore, as God's elect, holy and beloved, a heart of compassion, kindness, lowliness, meekness, longsuffering; 

Col 3:13 forbearing one another, and forgiving each other, if any man have a complaint against any; even as the Lord forgave you, so also do ye: 

Col 3:14 and above all these things put on love, which is the bond of perfectness. 

 Romans 12:9-10

Chapter 12 - Christian service

 9 Let love be without dissimulation. Abhor that which is evil; cleave to that which is     good.

 10 Be kindly affectioned one to another with brotherly love; in honour preferring one another;

1 Peter 1:22
Chapter 1 - Christians Who Endure will be With God Forever

 22 Seeing ye have purified your souls in obeying the truth through the Spirit unto unfeigned love of the brethren, see that ye love one another with a pure heart fervently:

Offering and Announcements:

Message:

Many songs have been written about love over the course of time.

All you need is love, she loves you are two that comes to mind by the Beatles.

“All about love” by Steve Curtis Chapman, “Isn’t She lovely” Stevie Wonder, “Love Theme” and Can’t get enough of  your love” Barry White and many more.

Today we will talk about what is love as defined by the author of love.

Before we go into the message lets talk to the creator and author of love and ask him to teach us.

Opening Prayer:

Father, you have demonstrated time after time throughout the ages what love is. Please teach us all how to love. Show us and enable us to love in Jesus name Amen.
Let read now in God’s word what the Biblical definition is for the word love. Open your Bibles to:

Characteristics of love
Love 

1If I speak in the tongues[1] of men and of angels, but have not love, I am only a resounding gong or a clanging cymbal. 2If I have the gift of prophecy and can fathom all mysteries and all knowledge, and if I have a faith that can move mountains, but have not love, I am nothing. 3If I give all I possess to the poor and surrender my body to the flames,[2] but have not love, I gain nothing. 
4Love is patient, love is kind. It does not envy, it does not boast, it is not proud. 5It is not rude, it is not self-seeking, it is not easily angered, it keeps no record of wrongs. 6Love does not delight in evil but rejoices with the truth. 7It always protects, always trusts, always hopes, always perseveres. 
8Love never fails. But where there are prophecies, they will cease; where there are tongues, they will be stilled; where there is knowledge, it will pass away. 9For we know in part and we prophesy in part, 10but when perfection comes, the imperfect disappears. 11When I was a child, I talked like a child, I thought like a child, I reasoned like a child. When I became a man, I put childish ways behind me. 12Now we see but a poor reflection as in a mirror; then we shall see face to face. Now I know in part; then I shall know fully, even as I am fully known. 
13And now these three remain: faith, hope and love. But the greatest of these is love.
Now listen to the definition of love as defined by Merriam Webster’s dictionary:

Merriam Webster Dictionary defines Love as follows:

1 a (1) : strong affection for another arising out of kinship or personal ties <maternal love for a child> (2) : attraction based on sexual desire : affection and tenderness felt by lovers (3) : affection based on admiration, benevolence, or common interests <love for his old schoolmates> b : an assurance of love <give her my love>
2 : warm attachment, enthusiasm, or devotion <love of the sea>
3 a : the object of attachment, devotion, or admiration <baseball was his first love> b (1) : a beloved person : DARLING -- often used as a term of endearment (2) British -- used as an informal term of address
4 a : unselfish loyal and benevolent concern for the good of another: as (1) : the fatherly concern of God for humankind (2) : brotherly concern for others b : a person's adoration of God
5 : a god or personification of love

 

Questions: 
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Can you relate to and understand what love is by what you heard so far?

How are you loving people these days? 

Is your love Biblical?

Do you need help via a Christian counselor to bring you closer together or to help you love?

Listen to two poems that I have found. Perhaps they will stir some of you into a more loving way.
Love Poem:
Every Beat of My Heart 

Author: Unknown 

With every beat of my heart

I feel yours inside of mine,

Together they beat as one

Keeping perfect time.

With every beat of my heart

I hear yours inside of mine,

Our chance to be together

The beat says it's nearly time.

With every beat of my heart

I know that yours does to,

And every time it pumps

I know I'm feeling you.

With every beat of my heart

I listen close to what it says,

I hear yours calling mine

And it knows it must obey.

With every beat of my heart

I feel mine loving you,

And with every beat of yours

I know you love me too.

With every beat of my heart

It hurts when you say good bye,

And with every beat of my heart

Drops another tear I cry.

With every beat of my heart

I miss you all the more,

The beat grows ever louder

Until it's like a thunderous roar.

For with every beat of my heart

Inside I feel the pain,

Right now mine beats alone

And I'm missing you again.

With every beat of my heart

I need yours here to stay,

For I miss you all the more

Everytime you go away.

A MILLION TIMES 

Author: Unknown

I have seen you a million times 
And every time I see you 
I fall in love with you all over again 
My heart starts to race 
My frown turns into a smile 
And all my worries are now in my past 
When you smile at me my heart melts 
You give the sweetest hugs 
Every time you hug me 
Your smile is like a new day 
Your sense of humor is like no other 
The ability you have to make me smile 
Is all you need you love me 
Your laugh is so soft and sweet 
Just looking in your eyes 
Makes me melt inside 
Your lips look so soft 
Soft enough to kiss 
You, yourself relive me from all pain 
Your hands are as soft as a pillow 
The way you comfort me is amazing 
Every time we say good-bye 
I start to cry 
I say good-bye to you too many times 
I said good-bye to you a million times 

I don’t know about you but love when expressed in words in creative ways can be very moving. 

Have you said something heart felt to your love ones lately?
Guys, when was the last time that you looked into her eyes and allowed yourself to feel the love between the two of you?

Action Steps:

· First and foremost love you God with all of your heart, mind and strength.
· Demonstrate love to your immediate family. Use the word “Love” in your communication with them.
· Help your fellow man. Volunteer to serve someone in need. There are crisis all over the world that you can choose from. World Vision, Every Child Ministries, Feed the Children are some examples of organizations that are in need of resources for major causes. Perhaps you can help monetarily.

· Read the Song of Songs in the Bible. King Solomon knew all about gentleness and kindhearted affection. May it serve as an example on loving your mate.
· Praying together with your mate and with your small group. This brings you closer to each other.

· Married couples do something romantic with each other.
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Conclusion:
There is no love greater then what Jesus did. He laid down his life for all who believe in him to have eternal life. Friends, will you love the way our leader loves? 
Follow his definition of love. Meditate on the words and look for ways to put it into action.
Let’s stand for closing prayer.
Closing Prayer
Father God. Lord most high. It is our desire to be transformed into loving individuals in ways that will bring great joy to you. Please make us into loveable people and people with loving hearts in Jesus name Amen.
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